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July 28,1899 1198 

The inspection is now done in the same manner as outlined in my 
report of last week, with the exceptions which are mentioned in the 
letter which I have sent to all the steamship companies, and of which I 
inclose a copy. 

On attempting to assume my duties here, on my arrival, I was 
informed by the captain of the port that he only had authority from his 
Government to permit me in the Government building in the event of 
there being infected districts in Italy, and since there were no such dis- 
tricts, he could see no reason for my presence. The matter was at 
once referred to the consul-general at Eome ; he referred it to the 
embassy, and they seemed to think that the matter must go to the State 
Department for instructions, but in the meantime the captain of the 
port communicated with his Government with the result that I now 
nold a permit to be present at all inspections. Thus the matter which 
threatened to be a serious inconvenience has now been settled. 
Eespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Inclosure.] 

Naples, Italy, July 5, 1899. 

Sir : After this date the following changes will be inaugurated : 

There will be no fees charged for the medical inspection of alien emigrants and their 
baggage bound for the United States, but in order to facilitate the departure of ships 
you will be permitted to furnish men for the baggage inspection, subject to the direction 
of the medical inspector. 

Passengers' baggage will be inspected before sunset as late as practicable on the day 
of sailing. 

All inspection cards must be in the possession of the emigrants at the time of the 
medical inspection, in order to receive the consular stamps. 

All wearing apparel which has been ordered for disinfection shall be subjected to 
steam at the temperature of 101 to 102° C. for a period of not less than thirty minutes 
after such temperature has been reached. 

Eespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heisee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

JAPAN. 

Disinfection of steamship America Maru at Yokohama. 

Yokohama, Japan, June SO, 1899. 
Sir : Eeferring to my letter of June 28, I have the honor to report 
that the steamship America Maru was this afternoon liberated by the 
Japanese authorities from quarantine, having completed a term of six 
days only from the completion of her disinfection, instead of full seven 
days as required by their own law. I do not understand the reason of 
this action. 

I visited the ship prior to her liberation; and have to report that, so 
far as I can ascertain, the process of disinfection of passengers, crew, 
baggage, and bedding was thoroughly performed. But, for want of 
proper appliances, the disinfection of the quarters, which was made by 
simple washing with acid carbolic, leaves much to be desired. I am 
informed that the Government contemplates building some tugs, fitted 
with necessary apparatus, for use in the disinfection of the ships them 
selves. How soon this will be done, however, remains to be seen. 
Eespectfully, yours, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. S. 'Marine- Hospital Service. 



